
Support for disabled young people – your views 
 
We want your views on a new Bill about support for disabled young people.  
 
The Disabled Children and Young People (Transitions to Adulthood) (Scotland) Bill 
aims to improve opportunities for disabled children and young people as they grow up.  
 
Johann Lamont MSP introduced the Bill because she thinks disabled children and 
young people need extra support to help them transition to adulthood. This will help 
them have the same opportunities as other children and young people. 
 
This Bill considers children to be under 18 and young people to be between 18 and 
26. 
 
The Bill aims to make sure that there are structures in place to support disabled 
children and young people at that time in their lives. 
 
Your Views 
 
We want to hear what you think about the Bill. You can answer as many of the 
questions as you want. Please give reasons for your answers where possible. 
 
Covid-19 has had a big impact on every area of life, including transitions for disabled 
children and young people. You may want to tell us about the current situation when 
you send us your views. However, we are also looking ahead to when the virus is 
hopefully contained. We want to know if the Bill will be good in the long term. 
 
What are the key questions? 

• Do you agree with the overall aims of the Bill? If so, do you think the Bill can 
meet these aims? 
 

• Is changing the law the only way to do what the Bill is trying to do? Would the 
Bill (as it is currently written) have any unexpected or unforeseen effects? 

 

• The Bill would require the Scottish Government to introduce a National 
Transitions (sections 1 to 6 of the Bill). Do you agree with introducing a strategy, 
and a Scottish minister to be in charge of it? 

 

• The Bill places a duty on local councils to prepare and implement transition 
plans for each disabled child and young person within their local authority area 
(sections 7 to 13 of the Bill). They would also have to explain:  

o how plans were going to be prepared and managed  
o what would happen if there was a disagreement about what was in a 

plan or how it was working 
Do you agree with these proposals? 

 

• What financial impact do you think the Bill may have, either on the Scottish 
Government, local councils, or other bodies? 



• Is there anything else you’d like the Committee to know about the Bill? Do you 
have any comments on how the Bill will affect (for better or worse) the rights 
and quality of life of the people covered by the Bill?  

 
What the Bill aims to do 
 
Johann Lamont MSP considers that disabled children and young people need extra 
support to help them transition to adulthood. This will help them have the same 
opportunities as other children and young people. 
 
The Bill aims to improve opportunities for disabled children and young people as they 
grow up.  
 
The Bill would require: 
 

• the Scottish Government to have a National Transitions Strategy explaining 
how they are going to improve opportunities for disabled children and young 
people 

• a Scottish Government minister to be in charge of improving opportunities for 
disabled children and young people moving into adulthood 

• local councils to have plans for each disabled child and young person as they 
move into adulthood 

• Scottish ministers to review and submit a report to the Parliament every year to 
update on how the National Transitions Strategy and transition plans are 
working  

• people and organisations named in the Bill (including Scottish ministers, local 
councils, health boards, and integration joint boards) to follow the aims of the 
National Transitions Strategy 

 
 
The Bill also enables Scottish ministers to give:  

• guidance to local councils about transition plans 

• directions about transition plans to local councils, health boards, integration 
joint boards and others named in the Bill 

 
 

Next Steps 
 
Please send us your views by 11 January. 
 
Between now and the Scottish Parliament election in the spring, the Committee and 
the Parliament expect to have a very full work schedule.  
 
Any Bills need very careful consideration and there are a number of stages any Bill 
must go through before it becomes law. It’s that the Bill will not complete all the stages 
before the election and would therefore not become law.  
 
We will consider carefully all your views on the Bill and decide on next steps after the 
Call for Views has closed. 
 



Background 
 
The Disabled Children and Young People (Transitions to Adulthood) (Scotland) Bill is 
a Member’s Bill introduced by Johann Lamont MSP on 30 September 2020. A 
Member’s Bill is introduced by an individual MSP, not the Scottish Government. You 
can read the Bill and accompanying documents here. 
 
Transitions for disabled young people 
 
The Policy Memorandum for the Bill estimates there are up to 4,000 disabled school 
leavers each year. The Policy Memorandum provides the following definition of 
transition: 
 
“Transition is an ongoing process of psychological, social and educational adaptation 
over time due to changes in context, interpersonal relationships and identity. Young 
people experience multiple transitions at the same time which they can be both excited 
and worried about, and require ongoing support from significant others1. Further, their 
multiple transitions trigger transitions for significant others and vice versa, making their 
transition experiences dynamic and complex”2. Transition in this context encompasses 
the move from school into the adult world of work, and/or further or higher education” 
 
According to the Scottish Transitions Forum, “the legislative and policy environment 
for transitions is complex”, and “is not only supported by clear duties but also 
underpinned by rights”. 
 

How to submit your views 
 
Please submit your views using the online submission form, linked to below. 
We welcome written views in English, Gaelic, Scots or any other language.  
The call for views closes on 11 January 2021. 
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